INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


IAB #SH1094942 


The summary of this incident is base on the reports, memos, and taped interviews 
contained in this packet (Exhibit A - Reports). This summary does not contain an 
interview of the Department member involved in the incident by the Internal Affairs 
Bureau Investigators. The Department member's account of this incient was obtained 


from the Homicide Bureau detectives who responded to the scer ` interviewed the 
deputy and witnesses. 
Lieutenant Dennis Burns, as well as Sergeants Ches* ' Ward of the 
Internal Affairs Bureau, were notified on June 9~ ‘ion Deputy 
had been involved in a shooting incident in the `a suspect 
was dead. After responding to the location, ‘a Rock, 
Sergeants Mitchell and Ward contacted Lieuten. .s Bureau, 
who provided preliminary details of the shooting + «shard Engles, 
a the deputy Involved in the shooting. Depu. a a member of the 
apartment for the past Mand assigned to the „ation area for the past 


eight years. He has also worked Cresenta Valley Statio. malibu Station. Also present 
at the scene were Homicide Detectives Rick Graves wid Joe Martinez, who provided 
information relative to evidence gathered and interviews conducted. 


The investigation revealed that on June 27, 1997, at approximately 1245 hours, Deputy 
Engles was working unit 114, In the City of Little Rock. Deputy Engles responded to the 
location to assist on a call re: a recovered stolen vehicle, assigned to unit 114B. Deputy 
Engles created an observation and was the first unit to arrive. 


Deputy Engles says that he is a resident deputy assigned to Lancaster Station, and works 
out of the Palmdale Station. One of the areas that he covers is the City of Little Rock. He 
said earlier in the afternoon he intercepted a radio call to 114, whose radio calis he was 
monitoring. He said the call was a recovered stolen vehicle call. 


Deputy Engles said there were actually two calls and the first call was to a Zebra unit 
(civilian unit) and the way that It was worded was that the vehicle was in a yard near 77th 
Street East and Avenue 'V'. He sald he felt that It was a strange call to be sending a CSO, 
an unarmed unit, to recover a stolen car in somebody's yard. He said he felt it was kind of 
dangerous for the unit and that it was not right; so he typed him (the CSO) a message (via 
his MDT) and told him that he would check that area and further advised the CSO to go to 
the location of the call at 82nd Street, where the victim of the stolen vehicle was located. 


Deputy Engles sald as he neared 77th Street and checked the area, he heard the call for 
1148 to meet an informant at Carrows Restaurant on Pearbloosm Highway. He sald it was 
the same call basically that was sent to the CSO unit. He said 1148's call had the same 
vehicle description and license plate that returned INN He said since he was only a 
block away, he went to the location on Pearbloosm Highway. 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 1 SH 1094942 


ae said when he got to the location he met with the informant, 


He said that about a week earlier, 
is bow and arrow set out of his garage. 


IAB NOTE: The bow and arrow were found at the scene. 


BE nicata that he felt that the stolen vehicle (a trig that was described in the 
call, was the one that had been used to break into his house. fold him that one 
of the front tires on the truck was a bias ply, and all the others were radials, and that's 
what the tracks left at the scene of his burglary were. He said that the distinction was 
based on the way that the imprint on the dirt left a tread design, and that's how you tell 
the difference. 


Deputy Engles instructed to take him to the location where the truck was 
located. He said t im to Avenue 'V' just west of 77th Street, and pointed 
to the vehicle. 


Deputy Engles said he then instructed Bo wait inhis ruck on the road (a dirt 
road as depicted in the photograph in Exhibit D). 


IAB NOTE: The dirt road is considered Avenue 'V'. 
Deputy Engles said he then drove in to the location and got out of his vehicle. 


IAB NOTE: Deputy Engles' vehicle is a four wheel drive 
Chevy Blazer, black and white with the Sheriff's 
Department light bar, sticker, and name on the 
vehicle. 


Deputy Engles said after he exited his vehicle, he heard some movement in the motor 
home at the location. He said he decided to contact the people in the motor home to 
determine if they had any knowledge of the stolen vehicle. He said he had not inspected 
the vehicle at that point, because he wanted to contact the people first to make things 
safe, and then inspect the vehicle. 


Deputy Engles said he knocked on the door to the motor home and a female voice said, 
“Hang on, I'm not dressed.” He said he replied, “Alright.” He said he had no idea who was 
in the motor home, and that he had never seen the motor home there at that location 
before this incident. 
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Deputy Engles said after waiting about a minute or so, he asked the female if there was 
anyone else in there with her, and she replied “No.” He said it seemed strange to him in 
light of the fact that there was a man's jacket outside and other manly stuff around the 
motor home. He said the female told him that a friend of hers was storing some stuff 
there. He said he asked her for the friends name, but he was unable to recall the name 
she gave him. He said he recalls that she gave him a first name, because he remembers 
asking for a last name, and she said she didn't know. 


Deputy Engles said after about a minute or minute and a half, he told her he was opening 
the door, because he didn't feel comfortable. He felt she was either stashing dope or 
something in the motor home. He said he opened the door and noticed that there was a 
bungee cord attached to the door to someplace around the turn, and he removed the 
bungee cord from the door. He said as he did that, he noticed that she was buttoning her 
top, and he again asked her to step outside as he needed to talk to her about the truck. 
He said she came out and left the door opened to the motor home. He said he again 
asked her if there was anybody in the motor home, and she said, “No.” He asked her if 
she was sure and she replied, “Yes.” He said he asked is that “Yes” you're sure that 
nobody's there or “Yes” somebody's in there. 


Deputy Engles said as he was saying that, from inside the motor home, he sees a 
shotgun out the corner of his eye, come right at his head, and he hears a guy say, “You're 
dead motherfucker.” He said he turned and looked, and the shotgun was right, at his 
head. He said he was not facing the door, but sideways to the door (his right side). He 
said the female walked out of the motor home and walked a couple of steps away from the 
door. 


Deputy Engles said he grabbed the barrel of the shotgun with his left hand and pulled it 
away from his head. He said he backed up and pulled the shotgun out of the motor home, 
and the suspect came with it. He said the suspect came down the steps and landed on his 
back. He said he then grabbed the gun with his other hand, in an attempt to keep it away 
from his head. He said he and the suspect struggled for control of the shotgun. He said at 
that point he felt that he was either going to make a mistake and die or he was going to 
have to kill him (the suspect). He said he felt that the suspect was trying to kill him. Deputy 
Engles said he shoved real hard on the shotgun, drew his weapon, and fired two shots at 
the suspect, striking him in the upper torso. The suspect died of his wounds at the scene. 


Deputy Engles said after he fired the two shots from his duty weapon, the suspect let go 
of the shotgun and he (Engles) was still holding the shotgun by the barrel. Deputy Engles 
said he pulled the shotgun away from the suspect and just threw it out, away from the 
suspect. He said he then covered the suspect and heard him say, “I'm dead.” He said the 
female started to scream after he shot the suspect. He said he had her in view the entire 
time. Deputy Engles said he then immediately got on the radio and notified the desk of the 
fact that a deputy had been in a shooting, and requested rescue. 


iso on June, 26th, his wife had seen a blue 
colored Toyota truck in the neig 00d that looked suspicious. She stopped by his job 
site, along Pearbloosm Highway, and told him that things didn't look good, so he sent one 
of his crew members to drive by his house and check things out. He said his crew 
member advised him that everything was fine. 
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Witness said that later, another of his crew members told him that he had spotted 
an abandoned car on what they call the ditch road that runs parallel to the Pearbloosm 
Highway, along a dirt road. He said after he was advised about it, he got into his truck and 
took off to go to the location. He said apparently the ignition to the abandoned truck was 
all beat up. He said he later reported the truck to his office, all of this took place on 

June 26, 1997. 


Witness [said later during the day, he went home to change batteries to his radio. 
When he came into his house, he could not find the battery, and noticed that things were 
in disarray, and it appeared that the house had been burglarized. He indicated that 
several guns and ammunition were gone, along with several other items. He said he then 
called 9-1-1 and reported the burglary. 


Witness [said while he was waiting for the unit to arrive to take the report, he 
noticed tire tracks and boot tracks in the yard, which were not his. He said he noticed that 
the tire tracks on the right front tire was of a bias tire, and the other tires were of a radial 
type pattern. He said so that's what he was looking for, to see if he could find that blue 
truck to see if things would tie together a little bit. One of his workers told him that they 
found a blue truck. He said he went to see it, using binoculars, and then he walked down 
to where the truck was, and wrote the license plate down. 


Witness [EEE said one of hi went to call a because| 
had his truck stolen. He said truck was a red Toyota and the 
looking at was blue; but you could see where it had been painted over. 
when he saw the right front tire had the little squiggly tire treads on it, he thoug! 
might be the truck he was looking for. 


Witness said he went back to his truck and went to lunch at Carrows Restaurant 
on Pearbloosm Highway. He said while en route to the restaurant, he called 9-1-1 and 
spoke to whoever answers the phone. He said the officer told him that they would have 
someone meet him at Carrows Restaurant. He said while he was eating, he looked 
around and noticed Rick Engles there. He said he went out to meet Deputy Engles, told 
him about the truck, and showed him the license plate number. Deputy Engles told him 
that he had that. 


Witness [EEESaid Deputy Engles asked him where the truck was located,and he told 
him and that he would take him to the location. He said he got in his company truck and 
led Deputy Engles to the location. He said after they got to the location, he got out of his 
truck and pointed to the location of the stolen truck. He said Deputy Engles told him to 
stay with his truck and then went down into the area where the truck was located, and 
then things started happening. 


Witness EEE said he did not see anything, but he heard Deputy Engles, with a very 
strong voice, shouting something like “freeze,” whatever. He said he did not hear words 
per se but he knew Deputy Engles was saying something. He said he also heard a 
woman's voice, but he could not make out what she was saying. He said he heard Deputy 
Engles say, “BB stay there,” and then he heard a bang, bang. He said he does not recall 
if Deputy Engles told him to stay there before the shooting or after the shooting, because 
his memory is not clear on that. 
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Witness said it was approximately 3-5 minutes, from the time that Deputy Engles 
drove down to the location where the truck was located, to the time he heard the shots 
fired. Witness IEEE said he had told Deputy Engles earlier about his bow and arrow 
being stolen, as well as having some guns stolen. 


Witness [EEE said Engles came to the door and Lyle (decedent) had a bazaar 
look on his face and said, “Do not let him know that | am here.” When Engles asked her if 
she was alone, she said, “yeah.” She said when she stepped out, she did not see Lyle but 
she assumed he had the shotgun. 


Witness id she knows Deputy Engles, and she has spoken to him a few times in 
the past because of her daughter. She said he has never arrested her, but he has 
probably arrested somebody she knows. 


Witness B said she did not know when Deputy Engles arrived, because she was 
sleeping and Lyle woke her up. She said as Lyle woke her up, he said, “The marshal is 
here” or “The police are here,” or something to that effect. And then he told her “Do not tell 
him I'm here.” 


Witness | a she had not seen Lyle for at least two years, and she had just run into 
him. He told her his trailer was burned down and he needed some place to stay and put 
his things for a couple of days, so he could get out of town. She said he was moving, and 
she did not know where he was moving to. She told him that he could put his things at her 
place for a few days. She said he began staying with her approximately two weeks ago. 
She said she did not remember the date or the day. 


Witness HB saia Lyle had spots all around the motor home of stuff like clothes, VCR's, 
and a lot of broken up stuff. She said he was basically hiding stuff in the desert under the 
trees. She said for the first couple of days he was on foot, and then he showed up with a 
pickup that he had for a week and a half to two weeks. She said he told her he had 
borrowed the pickup, and he had a key to it; she believes he had a key. 


Witness said both she and Lyle used drugs; speed and marijuana. She said she 
did not know if he had been using drugs on this particular day. 


IAB NOTE: The Toxicological report indicated that both 
Methamphetamine and Amphetamine were 
found in the suspect's blood. 


Witness fll said she did not know where Lyle got the shotgun, as he had a couple of 
guns in the motor home. 
Witness aid she lied to the deputy, because Lyle scared her. She said he grabbed 


the shotgun that was setting by the bathroom door, and had a look on his face. She said 
he then told her “Don't let him know I'm here.” 
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Witness HE said when she was awakened by Lyie she climbed down from the 
sleeping area of the motor home. She said she looked out of the opened door which had 
a curtain hanging in it. She said she saw Engles standing in front of the door, and she 
believes he had knocked. She said she then began to grab clothes to get dressed. She 
said at the same time, Lyle was going to the back of the motor home and on the way, he 
grabbed the shotgun. She said he told her, “Do not tell him I'm here. God-damn-it, don't 
you fucking tell him I'm here.” She said he stayed in the back of the trailer as she opened 
the door because Engles was trying to open it and she had it bungee corded. 


Witness [EEE said before the door was opened she told Engles to, “Hang on I'm getting 
dressed.” After she got dressed, she opened the door and Engles asked her who was 
inside with her, and she told him “Nobody.” She said Engles then asked her about all of 
the stuff around the motor home. She said she could here Lyle in the back of the motor 
home telling her “Tell him it's iz so that's what she did. 


Witness, id she stepped outside the motor home to talk to Deputy Engles. She 
said she stepped to the bottom of the steps to the right (her right) and she believes he 
asked her if there was anybody else in there, and she said, “No,” She said he said 
“Nobody?” And she shook her head yes and he said, “there is?” And she said, “No.” She 
said Deputy Engles then asked her, “Are you telling me there's nobody in there?” And she 
said, “No.” She said she wanted to tell him, but he was confused as to what she was trying 
to tell him. 


Witness [EE said she saw a knife on the step of the motor home, and she saw Deputy 
Engles pick it up. She said she does not know if Deputy Engles went inside the motor 
home or not. She said she did not see Lyle, and the next thing she remembers from there 
is that Lyle was outside, and Engles was over him, and he was already shot. 


Witness [EE said she does not remember the initial contact between Lyle and Deputy 
Engles. She said what she actually saw before the shots were fired was Deputy Engles 
pick up the knife, and that's all she could remember. 


Witness [said she knows that Engles was threatened by a shotgun because Lyle 
had a shotgun. She said Lyle had the shotgun in his hands when Engles came to the 
door. She also said Lyle had the shotgun in his hand for a second when he came outside 
the motor home; but she did not see the incident, because she was on the other side of 
the Joshua trees. She said she stayed there after the shots were fired, because she was 
told to stay there. She said she did not remember anything else about the incident. 
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